The Centurion And His Faith       Matthew 8:5-13
Here in Matthew chapter 8 we find Jesus praising this Roman soldier for his faith.  He might have been a Gentile, but he is held up to us here as an example of someone with faith – faith that Jesus said he had not seen the like of in all Israel.  But what do we mean by faith?  
Faith, in the Bible, is all about putting your trust in something or someone.  The Greek words used in the New Testament for faith, believing and trusting are all related.  And having faith – real faith – in God is more than just believing that he exists:  it is putting your whole trust in him.  When Jesus said in John 14:1, “Let not your heart be troubled: ye believe in God, believe also in me,” as the AV has it, he was not saying “You believe that God exists – believe that I exist too.”  The NIV and NLT are much better with “Trust in God; trust also in me.” 
And this leads on to the question of why we should believe in, or trust, someone.  It is, of course, possible to put your trust in someone without any good evidence of their trustworthiness – that’s how confidence tricksters make their living!  But there is no suggestion that as Christians we should put our trust in God without good evidence.  We are not called upon to exercise blind faith, but faith based on solid evidence.  At the close of his Gospel, the Apostle John wrote, “Jesus performed many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not recorded in this book.  But these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God...” (John 20:30-31).  Here in Matthew’s Gospel we have the example of this Roman army officer and his faith.  Let’s have a closer look.
Let’s look first at the Centurion’s faith...  
The man was a centurion – an officer in the Roman army of occupation, stationed in the town of Capernaum by the Sea of Galilee.  He was both a Gentile and a member of the occupying forces.  But he was friendly towards the Jewish people: Luke 7 tells us he was on good terms with the local people and had even financed the building of their synagogue.  And this soldier had a servant who was seriously ill and likely to die.  Learning that Jesus was in the neighbourhood, he came to him for help.  We see that his faith was:
A REAL Faith – for this man had put his trust in Jesus: he was relying on the Lord to heal his servant.  He was not saying “This is impossible, but I’ll try and believe it’s true.”  Nor was he trying to make his servant better by exercise of his own will power.  He was trusting Christ to do something.
A REASONED Faith – for it is clear that this man was not blindly hoping that “somebody called Jesus” would be able to help.  In the first place, it is clear that he recognised Jesus as someone having authority.  He must have heard about Jesus’ power to heal.  Matthew 4:23-24 tells us that “Jesus went throughout Galilee, teaching in their synagogues, proclaiming the good news of the kingdom, and healing every disease and sickness among the people,” so that “News about him spread all over Syria, and people brought to him all who were ill with various diseases, those suffering severe pain, the demon-possessed, those having seizures, and the paralyzed; and he healed them.”  And news of these things had surely reached the centurion – or why else would he have called on Jesus for help?
This recognition of the Saviour’s power and authority is also seen in what happened next.  When Jesus heard of the centurion’s need, he replied “I’ll come and heal him.”  But the centurion replied, “Oh, no, Sir – there’s no need for that!  I don’t deserve to have you come to my house.  But just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”  Our centurion, being a soldier, was a man who knew all about authority.  When he was given orders he had to obey them, and when he gave orders to those under him he expected them to be obeyed without question.  He did not doubt that Jesus had the power and authority to heal his servant – all he had to do was give the word.
A REWARDED Faith – for Jesus not only praised him for his faith but also healed his servant on the spot.   “Go!” he said to the centurion.  “It will be done just as you believed it would.”  And even as he spoke, the servant was made well.
Then, at our own faith...
You see, when Jesus heard what the centurion said, he was amazed at the man’s faith.  “I tell you the truth,” he said, “I haven't seen faith like this in all Israel!”  Why did Jesus say this?
Firstly, the centurion had come to the Saviour relying totally on the Lord’s goodness and grace, making no claims of his own to justify his request.  He could have mentioned his good works: “If anyone deserves Your help, he does,” the elders of the town had said, “for he loves the Jewish people and even built a synagogue for us” (Luke 7:3-5, NLT).  But he said nothing of this: rather, “Lord, I am not worthy to have You come into my home.”  
So how about us?  Do we feel that in order to trust Jesus, we must come with some sort of good works before he will hear us?  Or do we come with the words of that great hymn of Toplady’s on our lips?
    Nothing in my hand I bring,  Simply to Thy Cross I cling; 
      Naked, come to Thee for dress;  Helpless, look to Thee for grace; 
    Foul I to the fountain fly:  Wash me, Saviour, or I die.”
Then, he not only believed that Jesus could heal his servant: he believed that he would heal him.  “Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean,” the leper who came to Jesus in Matthew 8:2 had said, but our centurion had no doubt that Jesus would be willing.  
Again – how about us?  Do we really believe not only that Jesus is able to help us, but that he is ready and willing to do so?  There’s another old hymn by Joseph Hart that says,
     Come, ye sinners, poor and wretched, Weak and wounded, sick and sore;
       Jesus ready stands to save you, Full of pity joined with pow'r:
     He is able, He is able, He is willing; Doubt no more.
Finally, he didn’t feel the need for Jesus to come to his house to heal his servant.  Naaman in the Old Testament expected Elisha to come out and see him, to publicly call on the name of his God and wave his hand over the leprous place to heal him (2 Kings 5:11).  And Jairus, in Mark 5:23, pleaded with Jesus: “My little daughter is dying. Please come and put your hands on her so that she will be healed and live...”    But the centurion simply said “Just say the word, and my servant will be healed.”
Do we need to see signs and wonders before we are willing to believe that Jesus is here among us and working in our lives?  I think we can all be a bit like those old Pharisees in Matthew 12:38 who said, “Teacher, we want you to show us a miraculous sign.”  But you remember Jesus’ words to Thomas in John 20:  “Because you have seen me, you have believed; blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”  Do we need to see miracles before we can believe?  Or can we trust Jesus like that centurion did?
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